Join Us!
independent nonfiction and fiction writers
in North Carolina’s Triangle region.

‘Harnessing Inspiration for
Publishing Success’

In her opening keynote address, awardwinning fiction writer Megan Mayhew
Bergman contends that inspiration is
key to crafting your best work.
Her presentation offers insights on
how writers can set themselves up for
receiving and harnessing inspiration,
cultivating a relationship with wonder,
and moving from ideas to putting words
on the page.

TAF advocates for fair

‘Creativity and Self-Reinvention’

well as the
ongoing professional development of those
in the writing profession.

A ticket to the writing game is a box seat
in a stadium of self-doubt. How can you
achieve and maintain professional success
as your writing career moves forward?

To those ends, TAF hosts monthly meetings
featuring guest speakers presenting on a
diverse array of
.

In his motivating closing keynote address,
Esquire contributing editor Mike Sager
addresses this question and discusses
how to make the most of your creativity
on and off the page.

TAF’s annual membership dues

For information on all our presenters,
please visit our conference website:
TAFNC.com/WriteNow

To become a TAF member,

shared in our Find A Freelancer
database
.

com.

Sponsored by the
Triangle Association of Freelancers

resources and services that are available.

11th Annual Freelance Writers Conference

Founded in 2003, TAF is committed to
educating, mentoring, and promoting

April 28, 2018· McKimmon Conference & Training Center, NCSU· 1101 Gorman St.· Raleigh, NC

The Triangle Association of

Write

Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Complete and Mail This Form—or Register Online at TAFNC.com/WriteNow

Choose one session per hour:

 Building a Better Article
10:00
 Character Development
10:00 Address: ___________________________________________________________________
 51 Ways to Improve/Writing 11:00
 Children’s Writing 101
11:00 Phone: ________________________ Email: _____________________________________
 Slush Pile/Landing an Agent 1:00 Box lunch included in fee. Paid by  Cash  Check  Credit Card at TAFNC.com/WriteNow
 Writing/Selling Personal Essays 1:00 General $89 · Students With ID & Over-65 Seniors $75 · Retired/Active-Duty Military $75
 Beginner’s Guide to Writing 2:00 Walk-Ins at Door $109
Make your check payable to TAF.
 Making Your Message Stick
2:00
 Creating a Profitable Brand 3:00 Mail to: Triangle Association of Freelancers · 3819 Donna Rd. · Raleigh, NC 27604
 Non-restricted lunch?  Vegetarian lunch?  Vegan lunch?  Gluten-free lunch?
 Introduction to Copyright
3:00

Bergman, Sager to Keynote

Conference Sessions and Presenters:
Building A Better Article — A successful nonfiction article or essay relies on much more than artfully
8:00–9:00 a.m. Registration
9:00–9:50 a.m. Opening Keynote:
‘Harnessing Inspiration for
Publishing Success’

10:00–10:50 a.m.
Building a Better Article
Who Are These People Anyway?
Character Development in Short
Fiction

11:00–11:50 a.m.

51 Ways to Improve Your Writing
Children’s Writing 101

12:00 Lunch / Book Sales
1:00–1:50 p.m.
Slush Pile Confidential: An Insider’s
Advice on Landing an Agent
I’ve Got Something to Say:
Writing and Selling Personal Essays

2:00–2:50 p.m.

A Beginner’s Guide to Writing
Success
From Children’s Lit to Business
Legit: Making Your Message Stick

3:00–3:50 p.m.

Seven Keys to Creating a Profitable
Online Brand
Introduction to Copyright
4:00 p.m. Closing Keynote:
‘Creativity and Self-Reinvention’

stated facts to advance its story. Structure is also vitally important. Veteran journalist Donald Vaughan taps 40
years of experience to present tips for assembling research materials, getting your creative juices flowing, and
determining the most effective narrative structure for your piece.

Who Are These People Anyway? Character Development in Short Fiction — Novels and
short stories live or die on the strength of their characters. Short fiction requires characters to stand on their own
from the very first sentence. Award-winning novelist and short-story writer John Kessel shows you how to craft
compelling characters, bring them to life, use them to advance your narrative, and engage your readers.

51 Ways to Improve Your Writing — Writing well takes a lifetime to master. Just ask National
Magazine Award-winning journalist Mike Sager, who for more than four decades has written for the likes of
Esquire, Playboy and Rolling Stone. In this entertaining session, Sager shares tips guaranteed to make your writing
stand out from the pack. Rule Number One: Thou shalt not bore.

Children’s Writing 101 — Children’s literature has never been more popular — or more difficult to break
into. You don’t have to be a big-name celebrity to sell a children’s book. You just have to know how the system
works and what publishers are looking for. John Claude Bemis, author of Lord of Monsters and other popular
children’s books, offers an inside look into children’s literature, with tips and advice to help beginners pen the
best book they can and get it in the hands of agents and publishers.

“TAF is composed of conscientious folks
who genuinely want their fellow scribblers to succeed.”—Erika Hoffman, Chapel Hill
“Great opportunities for networking. I
gained a greater understanding of how
to approach editors.” —Lisa Tomey, Raleigh

Slush Pile Confidential: An Insider’s Advice on Landing an Agent — Despite the increasing popularity of self-publishing, many writers still prefer traditional literary representation. But how do you get
an agent’s attention? Join veteran agent and publisher Lisa Hagan as she discusses how to impress an agent with
your query letter pitch. You’ll laugh, you’ll cry, and you’ll learn a lot as Lisa shares stories of some of the best and
worst proposals she’s received over the years.

I’ve Got Something to Say: Writing and Selling Personal Essays — The personal essay is a
specific form of nonfiction that allows the author to explore a topic in a deeply individual way. It’s also a format
that brings unique challenges. Megan Mayhew Bergman discusses what makes a personal essay personal, how to
ensure that your work has strong reader appeal, how to identify potential markets, and how to make your essay
stand out in the eyes of editors.

A Beginner’s Guide to Writing Success — Just two years ago, Mandy Howard was a stay-at-home

“Anyone who wants a no-strings environment for exploring freelancing should
attend.”
—Charles Good, Raleigh

mom who dreamed of becoming a published writer. Now Mandy is a full-time writer with sales to Redbook,
Writer’s Digest, Military Officer and other top-tier publications. Mandy discusses advice she’s received from her
mentors and editors to help you kick start your writing journey.

“A great one-day conference that teaches me and leaves me inspired—and it
runs so smoothly!” —Karen Wiberg, Raleigh

From Children’s Lit to Business Legit: Making Your Message Stick — What can thought
leaders and business professionals learn from children’s novels? A lot! The elements that make a compelling,
memorable children’s book can also be applied to adult nonfiction. Karin Wiberg explores how structuring your
material effectively and including emotional elements in your informational writing can enliven your readers’
experiences and help them to engage more fully in the material.

Seven Keys to Creating a Profitable Online Brand — Your work is competing for a reader’s
attention with thousands of others. How do you stand out from the crowd? Branding! In this session, marketing
pro Tivi Jones explains how you can use online branding, digital marketing, and social media to build awareness
and drive results. Attendees will gain actionable insights they can put to use immediately to improve their brands.

Introduction to Copyright — If you want to flourish as a writer, you will need to understand the basic
issues related to copyright. Multi-published author Jeff Davidson lays out the fundamentals of copyright in a clear
and forthright way, including how the process protects you, how to copyright your latest work, and how to get a
copyright back if it’s been signed away.

“I felt that I belonged and that, if I
stuck to my writing dreams, they would
come true.”
—Ana Sapkaliska, Cary

